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“Thank you for supporting Mother Seton Academy “Thank you for supporting Mother Seton Academy 
this year. Even though it was a very unusual time for this year. Even though it was a very unusual time for 
us to start in a new school as sixth graders, we had us to start in a new school as sixth graders, we had 
a good year. Here is what our experience was like…a good year. Here is what our experience was like…
When we stepped into the building, it felt like we When we stepped into the building, it felt like we 
were walking in for the first time. But thanks to the were walking in for the first time. But thanks to the 
help of our teachers and our fellow classmates, we help of our teachers and our fellow classmates, we 
quickly got used to it.”quickly got used to it.”

As I begin this greeting from the MSA Board of As I begin this greeting from the MSA Board of 
Directors to you, our donors, I wanted us to hear from Directors to you, our donors, I wanted us to hear from 
the students themselves. This is an excerpt from a letter the students themselves. This is an excerpt from a letter 
written by the sixth graders in June of this year. They written by the sixth graders in June of this year. They 
began the school year in the midst of the pandemic with began the school year in the midst of the pandemic with 
all learning being virtual. They dealt with the challenges all learning being virtual. They dealt with the challenges 
of unstable wifi, siblings doing online work in the same of unstable wifi, siblings doing online work in the same 
room, normal stress and more.  But they also highlight room, normal stress and more.  But they also highlight 
the months of the year that they were in the building the months of the year that they were in the building 
with their teachers and their friends. They go on to with their teachers and their friends. They go on to 
speak of what a privilege it is to be students at Mother speak of what a privilege it is to be students at Mother 
Seton Academy and they realize that this opportunity is Seton Academy and they realize that this opportunity is 
only possible because of your generosity.only possible because of your generosity.

Also now that the students are all back in-person, they Also now that the students are all back in-person, they 
are finally able to utilize our new gymnasium to its are finally able to utilize our new gymnasium to its 
fullest which adds a whole new aspect to the holistic fullest which adds a whole new aspect to the holistic 

experience of educating youth today. experience of educating youth today. 

I am very proud to be a part of this school community I am very proud to be a part of this school community 
that works so diligently to fulfill its mission of that works so diligently to fulfill its mission of 
challenging its students to realize their God-given challenging its students to realize their God-given 
talents and make a difference in the community around talents and make a difference in the community around 
them. We are in awe of the work of Sister Peggy, Dr. them. We are in awe of the work of Sister Peggy, Dr. 
Sucre, the faculty and staff in adapting so beautifully to Sucre, the faculty and staff in adapting so beautifully to 
the demands of distance learning, hybrid learning and the demands of distance learning, hybrid learning and 
in-person learning. No matter what the situation they in-person learning. No matter what the situation they 
continue to provide a quality education which meets continue to provide a quality education which meets 
the needs of each individual student with focus on our the needs of each individual student with focus on our 
mission.  mission.  

Thank you for the kindness and generosity you have Thank you for the kindness and generosity you have 
shown to Mother Seton Academy over the past year. shown to Mother Seton Academy over the past year. 
Your support of our mission makes a Your support of our mission makes a 
huge difference in the lives of our huge difference in the lives of our 
students.students.

May God bless you.May God bless you.

Sincerely,Sincerely,

Sister Mary Frances Hildenberger, DCSister Mary Frances Hildenberger, DC
Board ChairBoard Chair

Board Greetings



Dear Friends of Mother Seton Academy,

This past year will certainly has certainly brought 
challenges that will be recalled for years to come. Since 
March of 2020, we have collectively dealt with a virus 
that has challenged the way we do everyday things. We 
have had to find new ways to respond to unexpected 
challenges. I am sure that it will certainly provide 
material for dissertations in the years ahead.

Our students rose to that challenge of online learning. 
Our teachers and students worked to find creative ways 
to continue the learning process. When they were able 
to return in the spring and again in the new school year, 
they brought with them an enthusiasm for the unique 
learning community we provide here at Mother Seton 
Academy.

Your generous support helped provide the essential 
tools needed to address the challenges of distance 
learning: computers, access, software and staff 
development. Because of your generosity and generous 
grants from several sources, we were able to provide a 
safe and healthy environment when students returned 
to in-person learning. As we worked to address so many 
unknown challenges, it was a blessing to know that we 

could count on your commitment to our boys and girls.

We move forward in a spirit of hope. As vaccinations 
become available to more and more people, especially 
students, we can move forward to strengthen our school 
community. Daily our students have the opportunity to 
grow academically, spiritually, socially, and in so many 
ways to become the people God calls them to be. Your 
kindness changes their lives.

Every year I use this letter to say a special thank you for 
your generous support of our girls and boys. This year 
I celebrate your commitment to making a difference in 
the lives of our students and through them, to change 
lives.

May God bless you and your 
loved ones and keep you safe.

With gratitude,

Sister Peggy Juskelis, SSND
President

President’s Message



Paris, 8th-grader, and her mother, Geralin



MSA Graduate Giving Back
As a middle school, Mother Seton Academy only has its 
students for three years, but its impact on those young 
girls and boys goes far beyond the 6th, 7th, and 8th⁻
grades. The core values of community, philanthropy, 
and becoming productive leaders in society stay with 
our graduates forever. A beautiful example of this came 
when one of our alumni, Yolanda Vargas, reached out 
to our Graduate Support Director, Lisa Knickmeyer, 
LMSW in May of this year. 
 
Yolanda, Class of 2007, said that her time at Mother 
Seton Academy “formed me and shaped my experience 
here as an immigrant. It opened opportunities for me to 
begin to create my own American Dream.” Additionally, 
“Mother Seton Academy prepared me for high school 
and beyond by providing meaningful relationships and 
rigorous academics. [This school] shaped me to view 
life with more care and understanding. [Showing me 
how] important it is to give back to the community.” 
After graduating from St. Paul’s School for Girls in 
2011. Yolanda pursued her degree in Sociology with a 
minor in Spanish and International Studies at Frostburg 
University. There Yolanda found a passion for teaching 
and working with children. She turned that love for 
education and children into a career and currently 
works as a Spanish teacher at the Academy for College 

and Career Exploration in Baltimore City. This past 
summer, she also worked as the Camp Director at the 
Schuster Foundation’s River Farm Day Camp.  
 
She reached out to Mother Seton Academy earlier this 
year to offer our current students the opportunity to 
enjoy everything the River Farm Day Camp had to offer.  
Yolanda said that she thought of us for this wonderful 
day camp because “the River Farm Camp is an amazing 
opportunity for students of Baltimore to experience... 
especially during this difficult time. Many students 
did not get the opportunity to enjoy or experience a 
summer. I thought of Mother Seton Academy because 
when I went there, it gave me meaningful field trips. 
I’d like to think I am running a meaningful camp 
for students. I wanted to give back to Mother Seton 
Academy by giving the opportunity for students to 
experience the Eastern Shore like never before.” 
 
We want to give Yolanda a big thank you for providing 
our students with a beautiful experience at River Farm 
Camp (pictured on the left). In addition, we want to 
express our deepest gratitude to you, our supporters, 
who provide the crucial resources necessary to make all 
of this life-changing work possible!



Looking Back through the Eyes of Our 8th-Graders
Twice a year Mother Seton Academy students write letters 
to their sponsors. They talk about their experiences, favorite 
classes, where they’re struggling, and more. This year, being 
almost completely online, they jointly wrote a letter to share 
with their benefactors.  It was so touching and heart-felt, we 
wanted to share it with all of you wonderful supporters, who 
make our work possible.

Dear Donors and Benefactors,

The entire 8th grade of Mother Seton Academy writes 
this letter for the final time to say thank you, God Bless, 
and show our gratitude and appreciation for everything 
you have done and continue to do for Mother Seton. The 
donors and benefactors have made it possible for things
like school trips, amazing moments of connection, and 
brand-new supplies to be given to each class. Our class 
will never forget the amazing way that Mother Seton 
Academy has changed our lives, and it is because of the 
donors and benefactors that we were able to forge the 
connections we did over the last three years.

Three years ago, we came into Mother Seton as fresh 
6th graders. The school was beautiful, clean, and scarily 

new to us. We did not know what the next three years 
would hold for us as a class. From class trips to Terrapin 
adventures (we’ll never forget the giant swing!) to
seeing Aladdin live at the Hippodrome (the genie was 
our favorite) and all of the small events in
between- field day at the park with our friends and 
teachers, career days where we learned about various 
opportunities for work in the world, Catholic Schools 
Week is a time to come together and celebrate our school 
and its mission- our experience at Mother Seton was also 
an experience of the bigger world. We didn’t just learn 
in a classroom about geometry and metaphors and the
history of the United States, but we learned about each 
other, our community, and the world overall.

Some of the most demanding parts of our time 
happened in the 8th grade. We took admissions tests 
and waited, probably impatiently, for high school 
acceptances to come out. We drafted and redrafted 
scholarship letters. In our classes, we focused on essays, 
reading actual Shakespeare, writing our own poetry and 
performing it, and, at the end of the year, culminating a
large research project with a 5 minutes speech and 
presentation. 



Some of the most beautiful parts of our experience 
happened in 8th grade, too. This is especially true of our 
trip to Cape May. 

Cape May was a life-changing experience for the entire 
8th grade. After a year was largely upended because of 
the pandemic, we desperately needed time as a class 
to remember why we feel so connected. Cape May was 
our chance to get closer to each other, to God, and to 
the overall message of Mother Seton Academy. It is a 
memory we will have for the rest of our lives.

Again we want to thank you, earnestly, from the bottom 
of our hearts for all you do for Mother Seton Academy. 
This school is life-changing, and it is that way because of 
donors and benefactors like you.

Blessings,

Mother Seton Academy 8th Grade - Class of 2021

Ariel N.
Braxton T.

Bre’Onna C.
Calvin R.

Daelynne J.
Daniela V.
Darryl C.
Iliana B.

Isaiah D.
Janera H.
Jeshua G.
Justice F.
Karli F.

Kingston M.
Krystal A.

Lilly C.

Myshell J.
Paris A.

Scarlett R.
Skylar H.

Syriana N.
Tavon T.

Theartis B.
Zion P.

8th-grade students and teachers at Camp May.

Ms. Phoebe and students 
on a boating excurtion.

They saw dolphins! 

Students exploring the beach 
and learning about sea life.
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between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. Every attempt was made to 
make this list accurate. If your name is missing or inaccurate, please 
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The Bro. James M. Kelly, CFX 
Scholarship Fund

The Thelma Jean Ullrich 
Fund for the Arts 

Endowment

This memorial fund honors Thelma 
Jean Ullrich, a teacher and principal 
in the public schools of Mount Cle-
mens, Michigan. She was an active 
member of the First Presbyterian 

Church of Mount Clemens, loved the 
beauty of nature, supported music 

and the arts, and gave generously to 
Catholic schools whose mission is to 

serve the poor.

This fund is intended to enrich the 
life of the Mother Seton Academy 
community by stimulating interest 

in the arts, specifically by providing 
or supplementing stipends for guest 
artists or performers, workshops in 
music, dance, acting, or any related 

activities.

This memorial scholarship 
fund for underserved 

 students was established in 
2010 by the Thomas More 
Project to honor Xaverian 

Brother James M. Kelly, CFX, 
educator and founding board 

member of Mother Seton 
Academy.
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Thank you to all of our donors & volunteers. Thank you to all of our donors & volunteers. 
YouYou make our work possible! make our work possible!



Financial Report  July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020

Donations
Contributed Services
Religious Subsidies
Parents’ Fees
Meal Program
Investment Income and Unrealized Gains
Other
Total Income

$1,493,983
$15,000

$207,400
$24,378
$48,972
$10,786
$47,858

$1,848,377

Income

Donations - 81%

Contributed Services - >1%

Religious Subsidies - 11%

Parents' Fees - 1%

Meal Program - 3%

Investments/Unrealized Gains - >1%

Other - 3%

Instructional/Program
Graduate Support
General and Administrative
Development
Total Expenses

$1,613,161
$113,487
$171,114
$159,420

$2,057,182

Expenses

Program - 78%

Graduate Support - 6%

Management and General - 8%

Development - 8%

Copies of the audited report are available upon request.

2020-2021 Volunteers
Baha Albataineh
Salah Albataineh
Joe Heiderman
Jaye Richardson
Jodie Stine
Lisa Stromberg



Bro. Lawrence Harvey, CFX
Sr. Sharon Kanis, SSND

Sr. Ruth Bernadette O’Connor, OSF
Bro. Jesse O’Neill, SM

Sr. Mary Catherine Warehime, DC
Sr. Mary Reap, IHM

Sr. Peggy Juskelis, SSND — President
Dr. Gregory Sucre — Principal

Administration

Member Board
Daughters of Charity

Marianist Society
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary of Scranton

Xaverian Brothers

Faculty & Staff

Sponsoring Congregations

Board of Directors
Eric M. Bland

Christine Burnett 
Sr. Suzanne Delaney, IHM

D. Jason DeSousa, Ed.D.
Frances S. Dingle

Sr. Anne Patrice Hefner, OSF
Louis E. Heidrick, AFSC
Kattia Gibb Hernandez

Sr. Mary Frances Hildenberger, D.C. - Chair
Jared Hoover

Sr. Peggy Juskelis, SSND - ex-officio
Diego Martinez 

Amy M. Matteini
Paul K. McMullen

Bro. Frank J. O’Donnell, S.M., Esq.
Michael G. Paszkiewicz

Daniel Ramos - Secretary
Rhonda Tully - Treasurer

Sr. Josephann Wagoner, SSND

Mother Seton Academy Family

Contributions may be made at: donatemsa.org 
For more information on ways to give please contact:

Rachel Trask, Director of Development, at 
410-563-2833 or rtrask@mothersetonacademy.org. 

Leah Benzing
Sr. Claire Bonneau, SSND

Sarah Butcher
Kia Castille

Sr. Helene Cooke, IHM
Sheila Epps

Amy Feriante
Liane Kittrell

Lisa Knickmeyer
Ramona Lapid

Jonathan Luca
Sr. Denise Lyon, IHM

Brian Mahoney
Sr. Patricia Maxa, SSND

Edward Meade
Guinevere Phoebe

James Scott
Katelyn Smith
Rachel Trask

Linda Clarke Tucker
Robert Viner
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