
2016 - 2017
Annual Report



   We are so grateful for all of the 
generous donors and friends who 
supported our mission during 
the most recent school year. In 
this year’s letter our President, Sr. 
Peggy Juskelis, SSND, describes the 
events during the year that have 
served to enrich and inspire our 
students, their families, and the 
local community. We are grateful 
for your belief in our mission and 

look forward to many years ahead serving the children 
of Baltimore City. I encourage you to call and set a date 
to tour the school if you have not visited before. Meet 
the children your generosity supports, the caring and 
dedicated faculty and staff, and experience the school 
setting. Mother Seton Academy is a special place making a 
difference in the lives of many children and their families. 
None of this would be possible without your support. 

 I genuinely look forward to my visits to Mother Seton 
Academy. I am always greeted warmly and welcomed by 
each student I meet. The students realize that a Mother 
Seton Academy education is truly a gift, and are committed 
to their studies. I am very proud to be a part of this school 

community that works so diligently to fulfill its mission of 
challenging its students to realize their God-given talents 
and make a difference in the community around them. 

   As we look ahead to the new school year, the Board 
of Directors is focused on providing support to our 
school community as they transition to a new principal. 
We continue to examine our program and facilities to 
determine what changes should be made to meet the 
needs of our students and faculty. Please keep our school 
community in your prayers as we continue this important 
work. 
  
   Thank you for the kindness and generosity you have 
shown to Mother Seton Academy over the past year. Your 
support of our mission makes a difference in the lives of 
those students who are fortunate to realize the benefits of a 
Mother Seton Academy education.  

Board Greetings

Sincerely,

Patrick Mutch 
Board Chair



   When Mother Seton students 
are asked why they chose to come 
here for school, they give a wide 
range of responses. Often they 
mention a family member or a 
friend who graduated from here 
and has gone on to success. For 
some, they admire the cleanliness 
and attractiveness of the building. 
Others merely say that they felt safe 
and loved here, which is something 

we believe is essential here at Mother Seton Academy. 
There is a unique sense of peace and purpose here that 
allows the boys and girls to grow their gifts and talents 
and share them with the broader community. 

  In this report, you will read about a special project that 
our art teacher, Ms. Kelsey Walsh, engaged in with our 
students. This project allowed our students to bring their 
talents to the neighborhood and share their sense of 
beauty with others. The heart and effort the children put 
into it shined through and made a difference in people’s 
lives. Their work brought beauty and joy to all who saw it. 
   
   You will also read an update about some of our 
graduates and the impact Mother Seton Academy has had 

on their futures. Through the office of Graduate Support, 
Mother Seton Academy maintains a close connection with 
our alumni who have moved on to high school and even 
as they move on to college. As you will see, this ongoing 
support system makes a significant difference in their lives 
and that of their families.
   
   You, too, make a difference in the lives of our boys 
and girls. Your continuing support has been integral in 
building hope and changing futures as Mother Seton 
Academy approaches its twenty-fifth year.  Your kindness 
provides a beautiful, well-equipped facility for our 
students and a caring, capable staff to care and teach them.  
Thank you for your support in this past year, and I look 
forward to our continuing partnership as we provide for 
the needs of our students and prepare them for assuming 
their rightful roles in society. With your help, we are truly 
building futures and changing lives.

May God bless you and those you love.

President’s Message

Sincerely,

Sr. Peggy Juskelis, SSND 
President





Community Connections
   Mother Seton Academy (MSA) had the fantastic 
opportunity to team up with local partners, Clark 
Construction and the Maryland Transit Administration 
(MTA), earlier this year to beautify a building site during 
construction with a communal mural project coordinated 
and designed by art teacher, Kelsey Walsh, and the 
school’s students. 

   To help gain a greater understanding about this project 
Clark Construction and the MTA gave a presentation to 
MSA’s students about the vital role public transportation 
has in our city’s operations, and the value new 
construction and increased job opportunities brings to 
Baltimore. The students enjoyed interacting with the 
speakers and asking questions about different modes 
of transportation and the ins and outs of what it’s like 
on a construction site. Later, Ms. Walsh asked each of 
the art classes to create their own designs based on 
the presentation given with a focus on construction, 
transportation, the MTA, or Baltimore. Once all the ideas 
were submitted, Ms. Walsh incorporated the groups’ 
designs into twelve main panels.

   Ms. Walsh worked with Bro. Jesse O’Neil to get a group 
of MSA students and their parents together to join the 
staff from Clark Construction and the MTA on a Saturday 
afternoon to do the final painting of the panels, with the 
supplies generously donated by Clark Construction. 
This fun service project was not only educational for 
our students but also gave our partners the opportunity 
to share in the joy of working together with the MSA 
students in a wonderful collaboration that added beauty to 
our community. 

   We’d like to give special thanks to Chuck Martin 
and Nathan Scalla from Clark Construction and Darla 
Feeheley, Joe Cooper, George Bell, Judy Bellamy, and 
Wayne Morse from the MTA for their efforts and 
generosity in helping make this project happen.





Graduate Highlights
   Earlier this year, our Office of Graduate Support took Mother 
Seton Academy (MSA) alumni on an exploration of potential 
college campuses. Our first group of fifteen, including graduates, 
family members, and MSA staff, were treated to a guided tour of 
Salisbury University given by Andrew Britt a current student of 
Salisbury and former MSA graduate (Class of ’12). The next outing 
to the University of Maryland, Baltimore County was organized 
by Lisa Knickmeyer, the Director of Graduate Support, gave the 
graduates the chance to explore the campus and get an inside 
look at the class structures and amenities of the facility. Both trips 
provided a wonderful opportunity for MSA graduates to get a 
firsthand look at what a college campus is like, how classes are 
taught, and the differences between universities.

   100% graduation rate! We are excited to share that the Class of ’12 
is celebrating a 100% graduation rate from high school, with 64 % 
from private Catholic high schools and 36% from public schools. 

   Taylor Jackson, ’15, a junior at the Institute of Notre Dame, 
and recently completed an eight-week paid Pediatric Specialty 
internship at Johns Hopkins. Taylor was thrilled with the hands-
on experience, educational seminars, and the unique opportunity 
to see a C-section while shadowing a doctor. She said, “It was a 
wonderful experience all around, and I learned a lot about real 
jobs.” 

   Aamir Hall, ’16, a sophomore at Mount Saint Joseph High 
School, and Jalen McCauley-Thomas, ’15, junior at Cristo Rey, were 
accepted into the GBA Leadership Institute run out of Gilman 

School. This selective program exposes high school students to 
business, college, career, and life concepts not typically addressed 
in the typical school atmosphere.

   Janiah Tillery, ’13, is attending Roanoke College in Salem, VA to 
study biology/pre-med on a full financial aid package. In addition 
to her studies, she has assumed leadership of the college’s Weight-
lifting Club, a passion she developed at the Mission Fit, a free gym 
for Baltimore Youth. 

   Tyler Fisher, ’12, was attending college in Dover, DE when he 
came home between semesters and got a summer job with UPS. 
The company admired his work ethic and quickly offered him a 
permanent position. Such a rewarding experience, Tyler accepted 
the job and moved back to Baltimore. He’s continuing to advance 
his education and career with a Business Administration degree 
from Towson University.

   Berneishia Ellis, ’10, is in her senior year at Towson University, 
working towards a double major in Mass Communications and 
Business. She recently returned from studying abroad over winter 
break in London and was hired for her first communications job, 
working as a junior transcriber at Verb8tm.



Thank you to all of our 
donors and volunteers
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Financial Report  July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

Donations
Contributed Services
Religious Subsidies
Parents’ Fees
Meal Program
Investment Income and Unrealized Gains
Other
Total Income

$1,947,843
$42,005

$240,566
$22,962
$60,176

$261,409
$43,908

$2,618,869

Income

Other 2%
Investments/Unrealized Gains 10%

Meal Program 2%

Parents' Fees 1%

Religious Subsidies 9%

Contributed Services 2%

Donations 74%

Instructional/Program
Graduate Support
General and Administrative
Development
Total Expenses

$1,502,886
$60,727

$152,237
$147,549

$1,863,399

Expenses

Development 8% 

Management and General 8%

Graduate Support 3%

Program 81%

Copies of the audited report are available upon request.

Baha Albataineh
Qais Albataineh
Debra Clawson-Jackson
Chris Comes
Keith Comes
Joanna Conrey
Ellen Cullen
Dominique M. Davis
Jack Davis
Jerry Egan

Sister Catherine “Missy” 
   Gugerty, SSND
Joe Heiderman
Nia Hill
Nyle Hill
Kit Kane
Sister Rose Lindner, SSND
Francisco Loayza
Diego Martinez
Lori McGuinness

Jackie Mislyan
Larry Mislyan
Teresa Morse
John O’Hara
Nicholle O’Malley
Jeanne O’Sullivan
Peter O’Sullivan
Jim Parker
Sharon Parker
Suzanne Price

Raymond Renehan
Jaye Richardson
Phoebe Stein
Jodie Stine
Jamie Swecker
Frank Toohey
Sister Ann Marie Whelan, SSND
Thomas White
Mary Williams

2016-17 Volunteers



Sr. Kathryn Clauss, IHM
Bro. Thomas F. Giardino, SM
Bro. Lawrence Harvey, CFX

Sr. Sharon Kanis, SSND
Sr. Ruth Bernadette O’Connor, OSF
Sr. Mary Catherine Warehime, DC

Sr. Peggy Juskelis, SSND — President
Dr. Gregory Sucre — Principal

Leah Benzing
Sr. Claire Bonneau, SSND

Kia Castille
Sr. Helene Cooke, IHM

Sheila Epps
Amy Feriante

Guinevere Frasca
Jeremy Freeman

Liane Kittrell
Lisa Knickmeyer

Jonathan Luca

Sr. Denise Lyon, IHM
Sr. Patricia Maxa, SSND

Edward Meade
Bro. Jesse O’Neill, SM
Sr. Joan Pikiell, SSND
Bro. Justin Quiroz, SM

James Scott
Rachel Trask

Linda Clarke Tucker
Robert Viner
Kelsey Walsh

Administration

Member Board
Daughters of Charity

Marianist Society
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Xaverian Brothers

Faculty & Staff

Sponsoring Congregations

Board of Directors
Eric Bland

Michael Brown, Esq.
Sr. Kathryn Clauss, IHM
Bro. John Hamilton, CFX

Sr. Anne Hefner, OSF
Louis E. Heidrick, AFSC

Sr. Mary Frances Hildenberger, D.C.
Jared Hoover

Sr. Peggy Juskelis, SSND - ex-officio
Amy Matteini

Rev. David McGuigan, SM
Dana Moore, Esq.

Patrick Mutch - Chair
Michael Naccarato, CPA, Esq. - Treasurer

Laurette O’Malley
Michael G. Paszkiewicz

Daniel Ramos - Secretary
Melissa Smith
Lisa Stromberg
Rhonda Tully

Sr. Josephann Wagoner, SSND

Mother Seton Academy Family

Contributions may be made at: MotherSetonAcademy.org 
For more information on ways to donate please contact:

Rachel Trask, Director of Development, at 
410-563-2833 or rtrask@MotherSetonAcademy.org. 
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Please join us on December 20th from 9AM to noon for
Poetry Out Loud

where students dramatize famous poems intermingled 
with some holiday cheer.


